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Learning with Joy, Rising to Justice, Creating our Future 

 

    V O I C E  

 

Alternative School #1 , A Seattle Public School  April 19, 2010  

 

Students On Top of the World at 
the AS#1 Climbing Expo 
Celebrating New Skills, Learning, Fun, Community  
 
Last Thursday evening, the AS#1 community gathered to celebrate.  Students got to 
show off their climbing and belaying skills, and all enjoyed fantastic Nepali food from 
Everest Kitchen, and the stories and slides of world class climber, Hooman Aprin.  This 
year, students have been learning about and simulating a climb to the top of the world 
ðMt. Sagarmatha (Nepali), or Qomolangma (Tibetan), also known as Mount Everest in 
the west.  Thanks so much to all who participated, gave money, and helped out in a 
variety of ways. We tried something new. We asked for donations in order to not 
exclude anyone and we found out that by doing so, we can still cover our costs, buy the 
last three estimation contest winners their Best Buy gift certificate, and throw $100.00 
back into the climbing program. And, we made a new friend/partner. The owner of 
Everest Kitchen had a great time hanging with his friends, and watching us enjoy his 
food.  
 

 

Calendar 
National 
Holocaust Days of 
Remembrance 
April 11th ð 18th 

MAP Testing 
April 19th-30th 

BLT Meeting 
Tuesday, April 20th, 3:30-5:00pm 
These meetings are open; notes 
available in office 

Equity Committee 
Wednesday, April 21st 
6-8pm, Room 9 
ALL ARE WELCOLME! 
Dinner and childcare provided! 
Contact Leslie at 783-6011 or 
morisles@gmail.com 

Earth Day 
Thursday, April 22nd 

2nd Annual Youth 
Philanthropy Summit 
Thursday, April 22nd, Seattle Center 
AS#1 Penny Harvest Team  

Track Meet 
Friday, April 23rd, 3:00 
Nathan Hale 
Darryl at dajames@seattleschools.org 

Girlsõ Volleyball Game 
Saturday, April 24th, 9:30am 
Broadview at Jane Addams 
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Counseling Corner 

Darryl James 
 
Eighth Grade Student Registration for Ninth Grade 

High school counselors will visit middle schools during the week 
of April 26-30 to meet with 8th grade students. They will 
complete subject selection sheets for the ninth grade as part of the 

registration process. All 8th grade students should register for classes at the high school 
to which they are currently assigned for next year, even if they applied to attend a 
different school during Open Enrollment. After assignment letters go out at the end of 
May, students who are assigned to a new high school through Open Enrollment process 
will be contacted by their assigned high school about completing the registration 
process for that school. 

 

Summer Transition Academy 

The purpose of the Summer Transition Academy is to prepare students for a successful 
entry into the next level. Kindergarten students entering first grade, fifth grade 
students entering sixth grade and eighth grade students entering high school who are 
not a standard in reading and math are eligible. Parents/Guardians can sign their 
student up on the Source. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at (206)252-4606 or 
dajames@seattleschools.org 

Thursday April 22, many of our Penny Harvest team will join other Penny Harvest 
Leaders from Roundtables throughout the Puget Sound area for the Second Annual  
Youth Philanthropy Summit. It's called Giving Cents Makes Sense. It's being held at the 
Seattle Center and they will further discuss issues they identified as pressing concerns 
to their school and neighborhood communities.  

Paulõs Core Out on the Town  
Saw the Calder Exhibit at Seattle Art Museum 

 

Calendar 
Continued 
 

Middle School Dance 
Performance 
Saturday, April 24th, 2:00pm 
McCaw Hall 
Contact Jo Cripps about tickets:  
jcripps@seattleschools.org, room 10 

Site Council f(Featuring Dance Performance!) 
Tuesday, May 4th, 6-8pm 
Dan Cantrell at 
dancantrell@comcast.net or  
Chris Simpson at 
simpson1@u.washington.edu  

Yearbook Photo Deadline 
Friday, May 7th 
Franchesca in the office, 
206-252-4600 
mfdeguzman@seattleschools.org 

MSP (Gr. 3-8) Testing 
May 17th-21st 

Rites of PassageTrip 
June 14th-18th 

Moving Up Day 

Monday, June 21st 

Last Day of School 
Tuesday, June 22nd 
 

Calls for Help 
AS#1 YEARBOOK in the 
making!  
Please submit all 
your digital images 
on disc or e-mail 
us with your 
photos: Franchesca DeGuzman: 
mfdeguzman@seattleschools.org  

Thanks!  

Franchesca deGuzman  
Administrative Secretary 206-252-
4600 
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Penny Harvest  
Carmen DiDomenico 
As you have read in previous 
newsletters, AS#1 joined a thousand 
scholars in Seattle and thousands 
more nationwide in an effort to 
change the world with your spare 
change. The second phase of this 
Penny Harvest movement, referred 
to as the Philanthropy Roundtable, 
has finally made it's final decision 
about where to affect positive change in the world.  Look for Emiko Kawakuboõs 
article in the next newsletter.  She has been our fearless Penny Harvest reporter for the 
entire year and we appreciate and acknowledge her for it. 
I would like to say that I deeply admire the twenty-one scholars who represented their 
peers and committed to two lunchtime meetings a week. It was an honor to work with 
them. As you will see when you read down through their one sentence descriptions of 
the work, they rose to the challenge. It was not easy for them; they stuck with the 
process, made a decision and became better people. 
On Thursday April 22, many of our Penny Harvest team will join other Penny Harvest 
Leaders from Roundtables throughout the Puget Sound area for the Second Annual 
Youth Philanthropy Summit. It's called Giving Cents Makes Sense. It's being held at the 
Seattle Center and they will further discuss issues they identified as pressing concerns 
to their school and neighborhood communities. Thank you to parents, Christine Edgar, 
Dan Landers, Megan McCall, and Toni Preston for driving, bussing and participating 
with our Roundtable team. 

Fablehaven Author Speaks on Being 
a Writer 
Inspiring students to write and 
to read 

Just before spring break, Brandon Mull, author 
of the popular Fablehaven series, shared what it 
means to be a writer with AS#1 students.  His 
message ðimagination and persistence are key.  
Word has it, the first book in the series was checked out of the school library even 
before the bell rang to mark the end of the assembly! 

Student 
Reflections on 
Penny Harvest 
 

Madison Painter, Gr K 
òI learned to be nice to people and to be 
kind.ó 
 
 

Myles Mawa, Gr. K 
òI learned patience.ó 
 
 

Isaac Panks, Gr. 1-2 
òI learned to be calm.ó 
 
 

Willa Garrow, Gr. 1-2 
óI liked being in Penny Harvest.ó 
 
 

Nickeem Beers, Gr. 2-4 
òItõs not easy to cooperate.ó 
 

Laura DeMarco, Gr. 2-4 
òI learned to be responsible to come to every 
meeting and to respect other people even if I 
donõt agree with them.ó 

Mateo Shulda-Maui, Gr. 2-4 
òI know how to be patient now.ó 
 
 

Alleya Logan, Gr. 2-4 
òI learned patience.ó 
participating with our Roundtable 
team. 
 
 

Athena Argosino, Gr. 2-4 
"People don't always get what they want" 
 
 

Khedijah Salih, Gr. 2-4 
"It was hard to decide how much money to 
give each." 
 
 

Elise Liddane, Gr. 3-5: 
"Even if you really want something you can 
give in to the thing you donõt really want.ó 
 
 

Calan Simpson-Felicia, Gr. 3-
5:"When people disagree it's hard to have 
fun." 
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Carolynõs Core Heads to the 
Mountains 
Learning About Where Our Water Comes From 

Last Friday, 
Carolynõs core took a 
trip to the Cedar 
River Watershed.  
They learned about 
how water from the 
Puget Sound 
evaporates into the 
sky, then journeys to 
the Cascades where it 
rains down on the 
mountains, flows into 
the Cedar River, then 
powers a hydro-
electric plant, 
provides a home for 
the salmon and 
travels to the City to 

provide water for millions of people.  Next time they turn on the tap, these scholars 
will know where the water comes from, and have a deeper appreciation for our 
beautiful Seattle water, a gift from the Cedar River Watershed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Student 
Reflections on 
Penny Harvest 
Devon Cantrell, Gr. 3-5  
 "I learned people have different ideas but 
they can realize there are other things they 
can think.ó 

 
Kai Schmidt, Gr. 3-5:   
" I compliment Emiko for being serious 
about her decision.ó 
 
Raven Cassisdy, Gr. 5-6:   
"I learned that one place might need help 
but another place might be more corrupt.ó 
 
Jamie Negron, Gr. 5-6:   
"It's not always easy to agree on 
something" 
 
Julia Liddane, Gr. 7-8:   
"I learned that it can take a long time to 
agree on som something.ó 
 
Jordyn Egbert, Gr. 7-8 
"I learned we are not always going to agree 
on everything.ó 
 
Madison Abeo, Gr. 7-8 
"Kids have the capacity to be 
philanthropic" 
 
Ellie Carder-Landers, Gr. 7-8   
"I thought it was really cool to experience 
what philanthropists have to go through 
every day.ó 
 
Emiko Kawakubo, Gr. 7-8   
"I learned that people often make poor 
decisions and thereõs nothing you can do 
about it.ó 

 
 
 


